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Sex ed as art film
A new series about sex -- on Showtime this weekend -- dares to make movies for
teens by teens.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
By Amy Benfer

Feb. 14, 2003 |

A nonprofit company called Scenarios has created a concept that just might be the
first of its kind: The sex education video as art film.

Here's how it works: Each year, Scenarios solicits screenplays for short films from
students between the ages of 12 and 22. The writers of the five winning screenplays
are then paired with a professional filmmaker to make their movie.

It's a project brilliant in its simplicity. The movies are relevant, because the scripts
are written by teens for teens. And they are without a doubt the hippest, best-edited,
most entertaining sex ed videos ever made.

The roster of directors that have worked with Scenarios, founded two years ago by
Maura Minsky and Kristin Joiner, include David Frankel ("Sex and the City"), Doug
Liman ("Swingers" and "Go"), Tamara Jenkins ("Slums of Beverly Hills"), and
Michael Apted ("7-Up" series, "Gorillas in the Mist.")

Salon talked with two teenage girls whose films have been made by Scenarios.
Verena Faden, 19, worked with Frankel to make her movie "Just Like You
Imagined," a story about three couples in Miami dealing with gay romance, one-
night stands and HIV. Sophia Tavernakis co-wrote "Lipstick" with four other teens.
The movie, which Apted directed, follows a star soccer player who is coming out to
her friends. (The series airs Feb. 14, 15, and 16 on Showtime.)

 



02/07/2006 06:21 PMSalon.com Sex | Sex ed as art film

Page 2 of 3http://scenariosusa.org/press/salon.htm

Letters
Columnists
Corrections

   

   
 Salon Premium

Gift Subscriptions
Newsletter
Salon Communities
 -- The Well
 -- Table Talk
Salon Blogs
Salon Credit Card
Salon Publications
Salon Store
Reprint Information

About Salon
Advertise in Salon
Investor Relations
Customer Service

 

   

   
 Table Talk 

[Spirited
Salon forums]

I'll take romance Is it love
-- or just lust?

Platonic possession Can a
man and woman really be
"just friends"?

Posts of the week

The Well
[Pioneering members-only
discussions]

No java jive How far will
you go for your coffee
beans?

Sound Off

E-mail Salon
Send us a Letter to the

Editor

Recent Letters

 

   

 
Downloads 

Get Salon.com on
your PDA

 

   

- - - - - - - - - - - -

Want to read the rest of this article? You have
two options: Subscribe now, or watch a brief ad
and get a free day pass. If you're already a
subscriber log in here.

1 Year for $30 

Complete access to
all content and benefits,
including option to read
all of Salon without
ads. 

Faster page
downloads 

our most popular
plan 

Just 8¢ a day 

CLICK HERE 

Ad-supported annual
plan also available for
$18.50 

CLICK HERE

FREE
72 hour trial 

Get unlimited access
to Salon content 

No obligation to
subscribe 

CLICK HERE

Free Day
Pass access

sponsored by
Salon

Personals 

 

Get free day pass
access to read this

article after viewing a
15 second commercial

Private Life Romance, relationships, and the personal side of Table Talk



02/07/2006 06:21 PMSalon.com Sex | Sex ed as art film

Page 3 of 3http://scenariosusa.org/press/salon.htm

Salon  Search  About Salon  Table Talk  Advertise in Salon  Investor Relations

News & Politics | Opinion | Tech & Business | Arts & Entertainment
Indie film | Books | Life | Sex | Comics | Audio | Dialogue

Letters | Columnists | Salon Gear

Reproduction of material from any Salon pages without written permission is strictly prohibited
Copyright 2003 Salon.com 

Salon, 22 4th Street, 16th Floor, San Francisco, CA 94103
Telephone 415 645-9200 | Fax 415 645-9204

E-mail | Salon.com Privacy Policy | Terms of Service

 


