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said. The script’s purpose is to show the consequences of decisions, Ramirez
said.

"It's realistic, and it happens," she said.

Castarfieda, who entered all her students’ scripts into the contest, said she had a
good feeling about Someone’s Sorrow. Scenarios USA holds contests for
students in the Rio Grande Valley, Miami and New York. The Mission script was
the only one chosen from the 226 scripts submitted by students between Laredo
and Brownsville, said Maura Minsky, Scenarios USA’s co-founder. Three previous
winners came from the Pharr-San Juan-Alamo and Laredo school districts, she
said.

Younger, who is doing the project for free, said he was impressed with the
drama’s realistic dialogue and treatment of universal teenage concerns.

"They have their finger on the pulse of what most kids are feeling," he said.

Younger said he’ll approach this film just like he’ll approach Prime, a movie he’ll
direct that stars Meryl Streep and Sandra Bullock. For both projects, he’ll hire
professionals to direct costumes, makeup and lighting. Instead of New York, he’ll
film the students’ movie in the Rio Grande Valley, and he’ll cast it with Valley
actors.

Younger and his crew will spend about two weeks in the Valley in May. They’ll
film the movie in two days with the help of local students. Minsky asked
restaurants willing to donate food for the crew to call toll-free 866-414-1044.

Younger said he’ll run all script changes past the writers — even while the film
undergoes editing in New York.

The winning students will travel to New York in December for the movie’s release
and to meet fellow winners and receive media coaching, Minsky said.

The 10-minute film should reach 7 million people through television, the Internet,
film festivals, conferences, schools, community groups and teen programs, Minsky
said. Scenarios films have been seen nationally on Showtime, MTV, NBC,
Oxygen, PBS and ABC’s World News Tonight.

Participation in the filmmaking often leads to scholarships and internships, and it
enhances college applications, Minsky said.

For more information, visit www.scenariosusa.org.

Kathryn Walson covers education and general assignments for The Monitor. You
can reach her at (956) 683-4434.
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